
COURSE: Honors Biology       
INSTRUCTOR: James Boyd  
PHONE:  (425) 936-2770  
Email:  jboyd@lwsd.org 
 

 

7:00-7:30 AM Monday – Thursday 
6:30-7:30 AM Friday 
2:30-3:05 PM Mon/Tue/Thu 
Or by appointment 
  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Biology is the study of life.  Honors school biology will focus on the study of life 
processes at the cellular level.  Photosynthesis occurring in the chloroplast and respiration occurring in the 
mitochondria are examples of two life process that will be studied at the cellular level   The cell is the natural grain 
of life in the same way that the atom is the natural grain of matter.   
 

What enables cells to have different forms and to perform different functions?  Ultimately the genetic source of this 
diversity is DNA.  The primary function of DNA in an organism is to store and transmit information that tells cells 
which proteins to make.  Proteins in turn form the structural units of cells and help control the chemical processes 
within the cells.  This course will focus on the study of life at the molecular level. 
 

KEYS TO SUCCESS 
1.  Read and understand the school policies.   
In your planner, you have the school policies.  Please be knowledgeable of all the policies.  ALL students will be held 
accountable for their actions. 
2.  Read and understand the class policies and procedures. 
Below are the class policies and procedures for my class.  Please read, share, and sign below to represent your understanding of 
class expectations. 
3.  Be prepared to work hard. 
To find success you will need to attend regularly, you will need to ask questions inside as well as outside of class, and you will 
need to work outside of class. 
 

MATERIALS REQUIRED:  
You will need your textbook, 3 ring binder, pencil or pen, paper, ruler, laboratory notebook  and the unit packet on 
a daily basis.  I you forget your items success is hard to capture and you will be required to write everything done 
on paper and transfer to your notes later.  
 
EXCUSED ABSENCES   ***In student handbook*** 
***”The responsibility for making arrangements for make-up work rests with the student” If something was due the 
day you missed; you will be expected to turn it in the first day back.  If you missed the day of a test or quiz, be 
prepared to take it the first day back during office hours. Test and quiz make ups will not happen during class.    
 
UNEXCUSED ABSENCES: 
***”Students will not be able to receive credit for work missed due to an unexcused absence.” 
 
Grading Scale 
The grading scale at STEM is different from the traditional high school model in two of key ways. First of all, there 
is no rounding of grades. This keeps things clean and simple and helps prevent the kind of “grade-grubbing” 
behavior on the part of students that drives us teachers crazy. Second is the use of the “NC” grade. This grade 
allows students who are not at standard to relearn essential skills and content and to move forward with confidence, 
rather than earning sub-C grades and having gaps in their understanding. An NC does not impact your GPA in 
either a positive or negative way; think of it as a gift of time to improve learning. 
 

A 100.0–90.0% 

B+ 89.9–87.0% C+ 79.9–77.0% 
NC 
(No 

Credit) 
≥69.9% B 86.9–83.0% C 76.9–73.0% 

B- 82.9–80.0% C- 72.9–70.0% 

Name: _______________________________ 
 
Period: _______________________________ 



Each student will have a section of Biology Honors (Lecture/Activities/Projects/ Test & Quizzes) and a 
section of Biology Lab/Independent Study grade.  
 

Biology Honors 
Homework/ 
Assignments 

10% This includes reading your Biology Book text, watching videos that elaborate the 
subject, and a variety of other assignments. 
 

Projects  30% Project Based Learning is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and 
skills by working for an extended period of time to investigate and respond to an 
authentic, engaging, and complex question, problem, or challenge. 
 

Test/Quizzes 60% They are used to determine whether students have learned what they were expected 
to learn or to level or degree to which students has learned the material.  
 

- In class we will practice Test taking strategies to improve your students 
ability. 

- Tests “usually” are in the 100-point range while quizzes range from 5 to 20 
points. 
 

 
Biology Lab/Independent Study (Total Points) 

Labs 
 

 
C.E.R 

Labs: Guiding Question, Claim, Evidence and Reasoning Format (CER) 
 
Guiding : The fundamental query that directs the search for    
Question                  understanding  
 
Claim:   Objective, what are you studying?  What is your experiment about? 
 
Evidence:  Data from your experiment can be either qualitative or quantitative with an 

emphasis on quantitative.  
 
Reasoning:  A justification that links the claim to the evidence   -I fail to reject my null hypothesis or I 
reject my null hypothesis 
                     https://www.thoughtco.com/fail-to-reject-in-a-hypothesis-test-3126424 
 

Projects/Quizzes 
Lab Techniques 

Project Based Learning is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and 
skills by working for an extended period of time to investigate and respond to an 
authentic, engaging, and complex question, problem, or challenge. 
 

 
Extra Credit: There is no extra credit assignments in Mr. Boyd’s Biology Course but if a student 
were to hand in something phenomenal that goes beyond the rubric extra points may be awarded.  
 
Retesting: Retakes will be the week following going over the test in class. Remember I’m not required 
to give retakes; I want to give you the opportunity of relearning the material and award you points based 
upon your knowledge. 
There is no excuse for not retaking a test.  
Rules for retakes 

- Unit qualifiers complete prior to the test.  The qualifier is a review of the most challenging 
questions from the unit.  If you need help with the qualifiers seek help prior to the day that you 
want to retest.  We will look over the qualifiers prior to the test to make sure you understand the 
material.  

- The highest grade on retakes will be a 70% 



 
Packets are due the day of the test.  A student can come in before or after and during seminar to 
compare your answers with a key to ensure that you are studying the correct material. Even though 
packets are due the day of the test, we will be grading packets throughout the unit. This is your grade so 
take responsibility.    
 
Late Work:  1st Class Day late: Worth 80% of the total 
  2nd Class Day late: Worth 60% of the total 
  Anything after the 2nd class day it will not be accepted 
  Late work has to be 100% complete for credit  
 
Accommodations: 
Every student has access to the following accommodations:  Since this is your grade, it’s your 
responsibility to take charge and use them. 

- 1. Class course calendar, this calendar has day-to-day detail with topics, homework assignments, 
quizzes and test.  

- 2. PowerSchool  
- 3. Before and after school help.  I’m here every day before school starts and after school ends, and 

don’t forget about seminar.  Come to me with specific questions and I promise you will 
understand them by the end. 

 
•  Remember this is your grade, not your parents.   
•  Take	the	initiative	and get help and communicate with me if you disagree with a 

grade.  I greatly enjoy students debating for their grade and encourage it.   
•  If you have a poor grade ask yourself these questions. 

o Have a spent any time outside school learning the material? 
o Have I used any of the accommodations? 
o Have I sought help before, after or during seminar?     

 
CLASS PROCEDURES: 
Restroom:  Students will NOT be allowed to use the restroom at the beginning of the hour (First 10 min) 
or the last 15 min. If the student needs to use the restroom as an emergency I understand but if that action 
happens often we will talk about the reason why. 
- Otherwise, students may request to use the restroom during independent work time. 
 
Seating Chart:  Students will be assigned a seat in the room.  Students are expected to proceed to their  
seat upon entering the room.  Students will remain in their seats at the end of the hour until dismissed by 
the bell. 
 
Refreshments:  Food and drink are NOT allowed in the lab and in the classroom only liquids.  
- If you have water in a spill proof container that will work in the classroom.  
 
 
Safety: You are expected to follow all lab safety directions instructed by the teacher. Non-compliance of 
the safety regulations is unacceptable.  Refer to the suspension/expulsion procedures in your planner. For 
safety and other reasons, food and drink (including water) are not allowed in the lab classroom.  
 
 
 

Student Initial  



I look forward to a great year and hope you feel the same way.   Please feel free to contact me if  
there are any questions or concerns. 

  
Biology 
James Boyd  
 
Biology Course Description  
I have read the keys to success and class policies.  I have discussed them with my parent. 
 
 
 
Student Signature: ___________________________________ 

Print Name: ________________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature: ____________________________________ 

Print Name: ________________________________________ 

Parent Phone number: _________________________________ 

Parent Email: ________________________________________ 

 
If you have a question over material or other class related topics please e-mail me or call, I will respond in 
a prompt fashion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


