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Welcome to AP Psychology! The purpose of the AP psychology program is to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.  It is also designed to give high school students the opportunity to learn and receive credit for a rigorous college-level course. The course focuses on the fundamentals of Psychology with particular emphasis on study and test taking skills which are aimed to prepare students to be successful on the AP Exam and in any collegiate level course they will take. 

Students will use a collegiate level text book called MYERS’ PSYCHOLOGY FOR AP, by David Myers.  The course text will help provide students with the guidance they need to master the objectives set forth by the College Board. Additional study materials such as flashcards, quizzes, and tests for this text are available online at www.worthpublishers.com.
Objectives of the AP Psychology program include:



* acquiring an understanding of the concepts basic to introductory psychology



* developing a respect for the science of psychology



* learning how to do research in psychology



* increasing critical thinking skills



* participating in class demonstrations



* learning how to apply the principles of psychology to everyday life



* finding out about careers in psychology



* utilizing computer technology to extend and enhance studies

* enjoy learning psychology
     The AP Psychology course concentrates on these areas of study:

	Semester One
	
	Semester Two

	Unit I – History and Methodology

	
	Unit VII – Cognition, Problem Solving, and Language

	Unit II – Social Psychology

	
	Unit VIII – Intelligence, Testing, and Individual Differences

	Unit III – Biological Bases for Behavior

	
	Unit IX – Motivation, Emotion, Health and Stress

	Unit IV – Sensation and Perception

	
	Unit X – Developmental Psychology

	Unit V – States of Consciousness

	
	Unit XI – Personality

	Unit VI – Learning and Memory

	
	Unit XII – Abnormal Psychology


Grading and Evaluation
Students’ grades will be weighted accordingly to match the weighted categories of their AP Exam. The weighted categories are as follows:

Essential Homework





10%

Multiple Choice Unit Tests




60%

Labs Surveys






15%

Central Sound Regional Science and Engineering Fair

15%
Test and Essay Corrections


Test corrections may be completed if students earn below a 70%. Students will be given an opportunity to use their notes to go through the test questions they missed and modify their answers to earn a 1/4 point back toward their overall grade. 


Essay corrections may be completed by any student who does not receive a perfect score. Students will be able to use their notes to make corrections to the portion of the essay that they missed to earn a 1/2 point back toward their overall grade. 


Just completing the corrections will NOT earn students’ points back, questions must be re-answered correctly. 

Any test or essay corrections that students need to complete will need to be done before school, afterschool, or by appointment with Ms. Allender. Signup sheets for corrections will be posted after tests and essays are completed and students may sign up for the time slots available. Corrections after the posted dates will NOT be possible.  
Absence Policy
In the event that students are absent from class, it is the student’s responsibility to make up all work missed. Students or parents may email the teacher in advance to receive work, or students should see the teacher as soon as they return to school to receive their make-up work. 

Notification if Scholar has turned in assignment
For parents checking to see if homework has been turned in, within 48 hours of the assignment due date, the assignment will be marked as missing in skyward. If the assignment has been turned in, an NG will be seen until the actual grade for the assignment is entered.
Office Hours

Office Hours are Monday through Friday 6:30-7:30 am.

Midterm and Final Exams

All AP Psychology students will take a midterm exam that is modeled after the AP Psychology exam. It will include 65 multiple choice questions and one free response questions. The multiple choice section of the test will account for 65% of the students’ grade and the free response section will account for 35% of students’ grade as modeled after the AP Psychology exam.  The actual AP Psychology exam will have 100 multiple choice questions, which students will have 70 minutes to complete, and two free response questions, which students will have 50 minutes to complete; however, due to time constraints, our midterm will be shortened. 
Students will NOT be required to take a final exam at the end of the year if they take the AP Psychology exam which will be held on Thursday, May 9th at 12 pm. All students, regardless of whepther or not they take the AP Psychology exam in May will complete a final project at the end of the year.
