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English Language Arts 12 (with STEM emphasis)  

Students will study works from a variety of time periods and genres with an emphasis on fine 

literature and university level informational text. Students will reflect on a range of advanced 

abstract concepts and complex issues through papers, research, and projects. By building on 

rhetorical techniques, students will gain confidence and facility with language and be college 

ready. STEM 12 grade English classes will integrate and delve into a wide range of themes and 

research that supports the 12th grade STEM Labs.  

12th grade English 
The 12th grade English curriculum hopes to foster the ability to think critically about a wide 

range of complex issues and to give students exposure to the range and depth of important genres 

throughout history and across the world, with an emphasis on how technological innovation is 

the path to our ideal future.  We will consider how computers, A.I., forensics, engineering, 

physics, and bio-engineering affect our lives.    Students will be encouraged to view themselves 

as intellectually curious and as conscious citizens.   Students will be exposed to major literary 

traditions, from Shakespeare to Hosseini, from existentialism to science fiction.  Senior year will 

have greater opportunities to work on creative expression as well as have frequent exposure and 

participation in interdisciplinary lab work.  Papers, projects, research and discussion will show 

increasing sophistication and complexity, preparing students for the rigor of college.  This class 

explores classic and contemporary literary works that explore or deplore the consequences of 

trying to transcend human limits. 
 
Course Major Assignments/Presentations 
First Semester 
 

1. Presentations- Literary time periods, Cultural projects                                                   

Each student will be assigned topics to present to the class. The presentation should take 

7 to 12 minutes. Students will follow exemplars for each presentation.  

2. Class work                                                                                                                        

Each student will be expected to participate in daily discussion, activities, and journaling 

3.  Discussion boards                                                                                                           

Each student will complete discussion boards on class texts. Each student can opt out of 

one discussion board for a project. The entries will be one page, single spaced answers to 

a prompt and then at least two thoughtful responses to other people's posts. 
4. World Change Challenge- Each student will work on authentic research and citations 

 
 
 
Second Semester 
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1. World Change Challenge                        

2.  summative exams for Poetry, Western Canon, World Classical Lit             

a. AP in class exam  

b. or AP multiple choice  

c. or Critical lens paper  

d. or artistic representation: Hamlet, Western Canon, Classical World Lit units            

3.  Class work 

4. Final presentation and product with labs                                                                               

If you are in the physics lab you will be graded by Mr. Saxby and Mrs. Burt for your 

Space Station. OR If you are in the Bio/Med lab you will be graded by Mrs. Burt for your 

cultural influence on infectious disease and infectious disease influence on culture. 

 
 
 
 

 Kite Runner, Hosseini 

 A Thousand Splendid Suns, Hosseini 

 Cry, the Beloved Country, Paton 

 Things Fall Apart, Achebe 

 A Fine Balance, Mistry 

            In the Time of Butterflies, Alverez 

Night, Wiesel 
A Long Way Gone, Beah 

            Waiting for Godot, Becket 

            The Road, McCarthy  

            Hamlet, Shakespeare 

            The Foundation, Asimov 

Rendezvous with Rama, Clark 

 The Martin Chronicles, Bradbury 

            Dune, Herbert 

            Heart of Darkness, Conrad 

            King Lear, Shakespeare 

            Pride and Prejudice, Austin 

            A Tale of Two Cities, Dickens 

            Jane Eyre, Bronte 

            Crime and Punishment, Dostoyevsky 
            Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, PKD 

  Mountains beyond Mountains, Kidder 

 The Ghost Map, Johnson 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 



 
Expectations  
 

 As a student in this class you will come to class prepared to contribute intellectually by 

thoughtfully completing reading and writing assignments, showing your best effort always, and 

having a good attitude and an open mind.  Your work will be word processed, on time, and 

professionally presented.      
 

Grading 

 

90-100  A 

87-89  B+ 

84-86  B  

80-83  B- 

77-79  C+ 

74-76  C 

70-73  C- 

69 and below  NC (no credit) 
 
 

Assessments and grading 

 

 In order to be successful in this class, students need to be prepared to discuss texts and be 

prepared to grow as writers, readers, and thinkers.  Most of the assignments will be formative 

assessments - to assess your skill level and so I can teach to your needs.  These assignments will 

have a low point value but will record your work ethic and growth in understanding.  I will 

evaluate your skills after you have had time to practice the skills and concepts for summative 

assessments, which will be graded for higher point value.  If your summative assignments are 

turned in on time you may, on occasion, have the opportunity to rewrite and resubmit writing 

assignments you have completed after conferencing with me.  Conferences will address issues in 

your writing such as idea development and argumentation, organizational choices, sentence 

structure and variety, and appropriate word choice. 
 

The following will demonstrate both your ability to analyze as well as your ability to express 

yourself in writing, reading, and discussion.  
 

1.Process Writing (essays that follow all the steps in the writing process): exposition, style 

analysis, compare and contrast, researched argument, synthesis, narrative, and persuasion. 

2.Reading with understanding of Literary Terms and Critical Lenses 

3.Participation in discussion 

4.Student-led discussions 

5.Discussion board entries and responses to readings 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
All assignments are posted on PowerSchool. 

No late daily assignments will be accepted for credit. 

Major assignments will be penalized 10% for each day they are late. 
 

 Plagiarism, as detailed under academic dishonesty section of the LWSD student rights and 

responsibilities, will not be tolerated.  First offense will result in zero points, no make-up, and a 

phone call or email to parent.  Second offense (in the same class) will result in withdrawal with a 

failing grade.  Letter signed by teacher and administrator will be sent to parent. 
 
 

By signing below you are indicating receipt of this syllabus and will speak to Mrs. Burt if you 

have further questions. 
 
 
 
 
Student name:____________________________________ 
 
Date:______________________      Period:_____________ 
 
 
Student Signature:_________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature:  _________________________________________ 

 
 
 


