
SYLLABUS:  ENGLISH 9 HONORS 
MS. FORT 

Office Hours:  M - F, 7:00-7:30 a.m., 2:00-2:30 p.m., or by appointment 
afort@lwsd.org 

 
General Notes: 

1. On average, there will be one graded assignment per week.  These will range in scope 
from “reading checks” valued at 10 points to major presentations valued at 50.  The 
course is designed that no one assignment should be able to cause a student to fail the 
semester. 
 

2. This course is not as heavy on tests and quizzes as it is on work that requires rigorous 
preparation – written assignments, group presentations, speeches, etc.  There will not be 
very many vocabulary quizzes, but students will be regularly asked to analyze an author’s 
choice of words. 
 

3. Course materials – All students are asked to have a notebook with lined paper that can be 
devoted to this class. 
 

4. For the speech final at the end of 1st semester all students are asked to dress in “business 
attire.”  Students will be given a PowerPoint that describes business attire in full detail, 
but it means no shorts, sneakers, t-shirts, yoga pants, etc.  Please note students are 
welcome to borrow clothes from relatives or friends or assemble an outfit at a thrift store. 

 
First Semester: 

1. Writing Lab – students will address questions inspired by “The Grand Challenges of 
Engineering” using Schaeffer’s chunk paragraph formatting to gain fluency in 
synthesizing sourced information with their interpretation and analysis. 
 
 

2. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba – Our first novel of the year 
is the autobiography of a young innovator and inventor in Malawi.  Students will study 
such elements as literary devices and vocabulary as well as craft written and presentation 
connections to contemporary issues, historical events and people, as well as other works 
of literature.  Supporting texts include Kamkwamba’s TED Talk and articles relating to 
world hunger. 
 
 

3. The Odyssey by Homer and the Epic in Literature – Students will read Homer’s classic 
text in its entirety.  Students will be asked to examine the story in depth, but they will 
also be asked to explore its profound impact on the very concept of storytelling 
throughout history.  Supplemental texts will be wide-ranging and include Ovid’s Icarus, 
the Coen brothers’ film, O, Brother, Where Art Thou? and a documentary on Mycenaean 
culture.  
 
 



4. The Great Debate – Students will be divided into teams to conduct a formal Lincoln-
Douglass debate on a topic provided by the teacher.  Students will be expected to 
demonstrate in-depth research, rhetorical skills, teamwork, and professional presentation 
skills.  We will study and practice the skills of debating before the final event.  (Full 
disclosure:  this is usually the most popular event of the year!) 
 
 

5. Semester 1 Final:  The final is in the form of a speech.  Students will be given three 
topics from which they will choose one to write and present an original, engaging, 
professional and academic speech. 

 
Second Semester: 
 

1. Study of Seattle-based, Native American author Sherman Alexie – To balance their 
exploration of several classics, students will have the opportunity to examine an award-
winning author who is currently producing novels, poetry and screenplays.  Students will 
read two short stories by Alexie, view his film, Smoke Signals and read several of his 
poems.   
 

2. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou – Students will explore this award-
winning autobiography and work on making connections between Angelou and Alexie 
and exploring some of the many cultures that make up the United States. 
 

3. Problem-Based Learning Project – using Alexie and Angelou as guideposts, students will 
be asked to produce work that addresses the role of sub-cultures within our own 
Redmond/Kirkland community. 
 

4. The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare – Students will embark on an 
in-depth study of this play.  We will examine Shakespeare himself, Elizabethan England, 
the engineering of the Globe Theater and two filmed versions of the play.  Students will 
be asked to analyze individual characters, interpret Shakespeare’s language, and explore 
the play’s influence on contemporary literature and film.  Over the course of study, 
students will be asked to produce presentations, written works and take two quizzes.  
They will also be asked to perform and interpret scenes from the play. 
 
 

5. 2nd Semester Final – This will be based on Romeo & Juliet. 
 
 
 Student Expectations:   
You are expected to be respectful, responsible, cooperative, and participative.  You are also 
expected to come to class with our current class novel and your district-assigned laptop. Plan to 
regularly check Power School, the online Learning Management System (LMS) adopted by the 
Lake Washington School District.  In addition to the board in the classroom, assignments with 
due dates are regularly posted on Haiku, along with relevant handouts and resources.  Personal 



electronics are not to be used in class and could result in the loss of your device until the end of 
the school day. 
 
There is no eating in the classroom unless you have a documented medical condition.  Roll will 
be taken daily. 
 
Grading Policy 
Each quarter is graded independently, and grades are averaged at semester.  Grades are based on 
the following percentage system: 

A   =  90-100%  
B+ =  87-89%  
B   =  83-86%  
B-  =  80-82%  
C+  =  77-79%  
C    =  73-76%  
C-   =  70-72%  
NC =   69% and below  

 
Assignment Policies: 
You are expected to come to class with your assignment completed (and/or printed, if required) 
on the date it is due.   

 
Student absences/Make-up policy:   
You are responsible for finding out what you missed when you are absent. You should check 
Power School for assignments and due dates when you are gone, and check with a classmate for 
discussion notes.  Handouts can generally be found on Power School.  Homework is due on the 
day you return unless you have notified me of an illness and made other arrangements. Students 
going on vacation are expected to notify me in advance so we can develop a plan that will work 
for both of us.   
 
Grade Negotiation: 
Students are welcome to meet with me to engage in timely, open minded negotiations about 
grades on specific assignments.  The goal is to teach students the skill of independently 
representing themselves. 
 
Academic Honesty: 
In this class you have opportunities to share ideas and collaborate on projects. However, you are 
entirely responsible for your own work. All forms of cheating, plagiarism and fabrication, 
including submitting any work product that the student misrepresents as his or her work product 
for the purpose of fulfilling any assignment or task required as part of the student’s course of 
studies (this includes test, quizzes, homework and in-class assignments).  This also includes the 
unauthorized use of electronic devices, the use of unauthorized material or unauthorized 
communication of any kind during testing, and the aiding and abetting of academic 
dishonesty of others.  Please ask me or another teacher if you are concerned about correctly 
citing sources or if you are concerned about appropriate times and/or ways to share/collaborate 
your work with others.  



 
 
Communication/Office Hours: 
You or your parents may always contact me by e-mail, afort@lwsd.org, regarding any 
comments, questions, or concerns. I will respond within 48 hours during the work week. I am 
also available to meet by appointment during office hours.  Please do not wait until you are 
overwhelmed to meet with me.  Together we can develop a plan to help you get on track; I am 
here to help you get the most out of my class. 
 

Please read and discuss these expectations carefully with your 
parent/guardian and have them sign below. Then provide your signature. 

Return the bottom, signed page to 
Ms. Fort by Friday, September 8.  

 
 
 

Ms. Fort 
    9th Grade Honors English 

Syllabus 
      2017-18 school year 

STUDENT NAME (PRINT)   
 
________________________________, ________________________________ 
              (last)     (first) 
 
My signature recognizes that I have read and understand the course description and expectations 
for ninth grade honors English at STEM.  I understand I am responsible for my own actions, 
behaviors, and academic performance.  If I have questions or concerns, I will speak to Ms. Fort 
directly. 
 
 
STUDENT SIGNATURE _____________________________  DATE_____________ 
 
 
PARENT SIGNATURE ________________________________  DATE _____________  
 
 
PARENT EMAIL ADDRESS:                   
 


