
Syllabus:  11th grade Advanced Placement Language and Composition and Honors 
Ms. Fort 

Office hours: 7:00-7:30 a.m. and 2:00-2:30 p.m., or by appointment 
 
 
  English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose 
written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who 
compose for a variety of purposes.  As the College Board describes it, "The Language and Composition 
course...enables students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient 
richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers"(2010). 
 
 The 11th grade English Language class is based on critical reading, reading skills, and 
argumentation.  Our texts will build these skills using American literature, literature based on STEM lab 
concentrations, and a variety of primary and secondary sources and documents that support the student's 
understanding of rhetoric. Students will "synthesize material from these texts in their own compositions 
and [learn] to cite sources using conventions recommended by professional organizations such as” the 
American Psychological Association (APA). 
 
 For Honors students, there will be an alternate assignment in the spring when AP students are 
practicing for their exam. 
 
 We will typically have a central text such as Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
and surround it with a wide variety of supplemental texts, including historical documents, contemporary 
analysis of the book, visual arts connected to the book, documentary footage on the author, etc. 
 
Expectations for Language and Composition 
 
 As a student in this class you will come to class prepared to contribute intellectually by 
thoughtfully completing reading and writing assignments, showing your best effort, and having a good 
attitude and an open mind.  Your work will be word processed, on time, and professionally presented.   
 
Grading 
 
90-100   A 
87-89   B+ 
84-86   B  
80-83   B- 
77-79   C+ 
74-76   C 
70-73   C- 
69 and below  NC (no credit) 
 

Writing and public speaking assignments will fall into three categories:  Rhetorical Analysis, 
Argument and Synthesis.  They will range in length from one-page timed writes to a 10-minute Literary 
Lecture. 

 
Because of the volume of reading, writing and collaboration in this class, a great deal of time 

will be given for students to work independently.  If students do not focus on the work of this class, the 
gift of time will be lost and assignments will become homework. 



 
All assignments are posted on Power School. 

 

Assignment Policies:  

 Turn work in on the date and at the time assigned. 

Student absences/Make-up policy:    

 You are responsible for finding out what you missed when you are absent. You should check 
Power School for assignments and due dates when you are gone, and check with a classmate for 
discussion notes.  Handouts can be found on Power School.  Students going on vacation are expected to 
notify me in advance so we can develop a plan that will work for both of us.  In order to maintain your 
grade, it is crucial that you make up all work in a timely manner and that you do not have excessive 
absences or tardies. I take roll every day. 

Grade Negotiation:  

Students are welcome to meet with me to engage in timely, open minded negotiations about grades on 
specific assignments.  The goal is to teach students the skill of independently representing themselves.  

Academic Honesty:  

In this class you have opportunities to share ideas and collaborate on projects. However, you are entirely 
responsible for your own work. All forms of cheating, plagiarism and fabrication, including submitting 
any work product that the student misrepresents as his or her work product for the purpose of fulfilling 
any assignment or task required as part of the student’s course of studies (this includes test, quizzes, 
homework and in-class assignments).  This also includes the unauthorized use of electronic devices, the 
use of unauthorized material or unauthorized communication of any kind during testing, and the aiding 
and abetting of academic dishonesty of others.  Please ask me or another teacher if you are concerned 
about correctly citing sources or if you are concerned about appropriate times and/or ways to 
share/collaborate your work with others.  

Communication/Office Hours:  

I can always be reached by e-mail, afort@lwsd.org, regarding any comments, questions, or concerns. I 
will respond within 48 hours during the work week. I am also available to meet by appointment during 
office hours (7:00 – 7:30 a.m. and 2:00-2:30 p.m., M-F).  Please do not wait until you are overwhelmed 
to meet with me.  Together we can develop a plan to help you get on track; I am here to help you get the 
most out of my class.  

 
First Semester:  OBLIGATIONS WITHIN A SOCIETY:  FOUNDATION OF THE AMERICAN 
MINDSET 
 

1. Summer Readings -- Students are required to read one of the four following works over summer 
break;  One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest  by Ken Kesey, In Cold Blood by Truman Capote, 
Desert Solitaire, by Edward Abbey or The Big Burn, by Timothy Egan.  First week of school 



will include group presentations. 
 

2. Introduction to the AP Lang Exam – Students will explore a past exam, practice the multiple-
choice section and study examples of the essay questions and exemplary responses. 
 

3. Introduction to American Literature – Centered on the reading of Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick, 
or the Whale, students will study the very concept of “American” literature and analyze the use 
of rhetorical devices in these classic works.  Students will also begin analyzing the similarities 
and connections between these works and their authors.  Their final “synthesis” will be 
delivering their first contribution to “The Literary Lecture Series.” 
 

4. Close Reading a Visual Text -- With students receiving so much information through visual 
media and its inclusion on the AP exam, we will explore the means and language of analyzing 
visual media. 
 

5. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain – This classic novel will be studied in great 
depth.  Students will be asked to do everything from analyze Twain’s use of rhetorical devices to 
exploring the book’s continued relevance.  Supporting texts will include the Fugitive Slave Act 
as a primary source, and a documentary on Hurricane Katrina.  Students will be asked to keep a 
journal, write several essays (including the final of the three format, Argument) and do a major 
group presentation.  
 

6. Semester Final: Students will have a final that emphasizes Huckleberry Finn and the AP skills 
(rhetorical analysis and argument) developed this semester. 

 
Second Semester: EXPECTATIONS OF SOCIETY: THE ROLE OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
 

1. Research Papers -- Students will be asked to write a sourced, APA formatted research paper.  
Topics will be provided by their Psychology or EESD teacher, who will be grading for content.  
English grades will be given throughout the process for formatting and conventions. 
 

2. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald -- This novel will be studied in similar depth to The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn with Rhetorical Analysis, Synthesis and Argument essays. 
 

3. AP Practice Exam – in full.  
 

4. Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller – The American King Lear will be read aloud in class and 
discussion topics will include how its medium differentiates it from a written text. 
 

5. College Prep – This involves students preparing their application essays, resumes and letters of 
recommendation as well as a college research project.  The final exam will be based on this 
project. 

 
 
**PLEASE NOTE:  The coursework is subject to change. 
 
 
 
 



 
By signing below you are indicating receipt of this syllabus and will speak to Mrs. Fort if you have 
further questions.  Please cut off and return this portion by Wednesday, September 9.  Please keep the 
rest of the document for your records. 
 
 
 
 
Student name:____________________________________ 
 
Date:______________________      Period:_____________ 
 
 
Student Signature:_________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature:  _________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 


